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HAWAII AGRICULTURE 2001
Diversified Agriculture Continues to Post Record Returns

Farm level revenue for 2001 dipped 1 percent from the previous year to $511 million, as
the fourth consecutive year of drought, global price declines, and the aftereffects of the
September 11 terrorist attack adversely affected farmer returns.  Still, the diversified
agriculture sector managed to hold its own, rising 1 percent to a record $357 million,
helping to cushion year-to-year declines for sugar and pineapple. 

Allowing for  the normal gains and losses among diversified commodities,  the overall farm
revenue for this segment managed a modest gain of 1 percent, and the ninth consecutive
annual increase.   Highlighting the gains were record years for flowers and nursery
products, vegetables and melons, herbs, and seed crops.  Macadamia nut revenue also
posted a year-to-year gain.  Although aquaculture value remained about even with the
previous year, the drop in sales resulting from the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist
attack prevented that industry from achieving its best year ever.  Drought and lower prices
took their toll on coffee and cattle output.

The equivalent farm value of pineapple (does not include value added by processing)
declined to $96.3 million.  Rainfall remained below normal during most of 2001, resulting
in smaller fruit size in some areas.  However, favorable market conditions in 2001 allowed
utilization of fresh fruit in the extreme ends of availability.  

The equivalent farm value of sugarcane (does not include the processed value of raw
sugar) slipped to $57.8 million, 8 percent below the previous year.  Less acreage harvested
was the primary factor for the decline.

Farm level values shown in this
publication are an important
measure of production agriculture,
but they don’t truly reflect the total
contribution of agriculture to the
State and county economies.  For a
better understanding of the overall
picture, refer to “Agriculture’s
Contribution to Hawaii’s Economy-
An Update” (CTAHR Economic
Issues EI-3b, Feb. 2002), a
publication prepared jointly by the
College of Tropical Agriculture and
Human Resources, University of
Hawaii at Manoa, and the Hawaii
State Department of Agriculture.


